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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's arguments, filed 6/22/2007, have been fully considered but they are 
not deemed to be persuasive. The following rejections and/or objections are either 
reiterated or newly applied. They constitute the complete set presently being applied to 
the instant application. 

Applicants have amended their claims, filed 6/22/2007, and therefore rejections 
newly made in the instant office action have been necessitated by amendment. 

Claims 15, 16, 21 , 48 have been withdrawn as they are drawn to non-elected 
subject matter. 

Applicant's cancellation of claims 23-39, 51-55, and 61-64 in the amendment 
filed 6/22/2007 has been acknowledged. 

i 

Claims 1-14, 17-20, 22, 40-47, 49-50, and 56-60 are the current claims hereby 
under examination. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

The terminal disclaimer filed on 6/22/2007 disclaiming the terminal portion of any 
patent granted on application number 10/403,262 has been reviewed and is accepted. 
The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

Response to arguments: 

Applicant's arguments, filed 6/22/2007, with respect to the rejections of claims 1- 
14, 17-20, 22, 40-47, 49-50, and 56-60 under 35 USC 112 second paragraph for 
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comprising vague and indefinite language and lacking antecedent basis have been fully 
considered and are persuasive because of applicant's arguments and amendments. 
Therefore the rejections have been withdrawn. - 

* 

Newly applied rejections: 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1-14, 17-20, 22, 40-47, 49-50, and 56-60 are rejected under 35 

* 

U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point but and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1, 43, and 56 have an unclear relationship between the preamble and the 
method steps, which causes said claims to be vague and indefinite. It is not clear as to 
what relationship is intended as no steps result in the intended "use" recited in the 
preamble. Therefore, there is no clear correlation between the preamble and steps. 
Furthermore, since said claims do not achieve the preamble, there are apparent missing 

* 

steps in said claims. 

Claims 43-47, 49, and 50 contain means plus function language in each of the 
steps of claim 43 and in claims 44-47, 49, and 50; such as "a means for providing data 
items arranged in an n x m matrix, n equaling the number of columns in the matrix and 
m equaling the number of rows in the matrix, and wherein each column of the matrix 
relates to a characteristic described by the data items therein, wherein each said data 

* 

item in the same column represents the same characteristic, although the values of said 
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data items in the same column may differ from one another" etc., where there is no 
specific structure identified in the specification to correspond to the claimed function of 
each of means plus function language in each of the steps of claim 43 and in claims 44- 
47, 49, and 50. A consideration of the understanding of one skilled in the art in no way 
relieves the patentee of adequately disclosing sufficient structure in the specification for 
such means plus function. For the instant indefiniteness analysis it is asked first 
whether a structure is described in the specification, and, if so, whether one skilled in 
the art would identify the structure from the description. The inquiry is whether one of 
skill in the art would understand the specification itself to disclose a structure, not simply 
whether that person would be capable of implementing a structure. Accordingly, a bare 
statement that known techniques or methods can be used does not disclose structure. 
To conclude otherwise would vitiate the language of the statute requiring 
"corresponding structure, material, or acts described in the specification. Therefore, it is 
not enough to say one of ordinary skill in the art would know how to implement said 
means plus function, but the patentee must state a specific structure, which one of 
ordinary skill in the art would recognize as implementing said means. 
Claims 2-14, 17-20, 22, 40-42, and 57-60 are rejected as being dependent from a 
rejected claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

35 U.S.C. § 101 reads as follows: 
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I 

"Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter or any new and useful improvement thereof, may 
obtain a patent therefore, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title." 

Claims 1-14, 17-20, 22, 40-47, 49-50, and 56-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
101 because the claimed invention lacks patentable utility due to its not being supported 
by a specific, substantial, and credible utility or, in the alternative, a well-established 
utility. 

The claimed subject matter is not supported by a specific, substantial, and 
credible utility because the disclosed uses are generally applicable to broad classes of 
this subject matter. In addition, further characterization of the claimed subject matter 
would be required to identify or reasonably confirm a "real world" use. The examiner 
does not find an adequate nexus between the evidence of record and the asserted 
properties for the claimed subject matter. 

It is noted that the claims are directed to a method, system, or computer- 
readable medium carrying a sequence of instructions for displaying and manipulating 
data to facilitate identification, trends, correlations, or other useful relationships among 
the data wherein the method steps recited merely result in displaying rows of the 
rearranged rows of data in the matrix for observation by a user without achieving the 
preamble. Therefore, if the claimed method steps achieved the preamble the claims 
would have utility. However, the claims result in displaying a data listing without 
knowing what the data is doing and therefore no utility is apparent. 
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Claims 1-14, 17-20, 22, 40-47, 49-50, and 56-60 are also rejected under 35 



U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph. Specifically, since the claimed invention is not supported 
by a specific, substantial, and credible utility or a well-established utility for the reasons 
set forth above, one skilled in the art would not know how to use the claimed invention. 



No claim is allowed. 

. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Sims, whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
7540. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Marjorie Moran can be reached via telephone (571)-272-0720. 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to Technical Center 1600 by 
facsimile transmission. Papers should be faxed to Technical Center 1600 via the 
Central PTO Fax Center. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notices 
published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1988), 1156 OG 61 
(November 16, 1993), and 1157 OG 94 (December 28, 1993) (See 37 CFR § 1.6(d)). 
The Central PTO Fax Center number is (571)-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



II Jason Sims // 




